Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 123 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.077; data-to-parameter ratio = 6.8.
The molecule of the title compound, C 10 H 12 N 2 O 2 , adopts a trans configuration with respect to the C N bond. The dihedral angle between the phenyl ring and the hydrazine carboxylic acid mean plane is 25.23 (9) . In the crystal structure, molecules are linked into chains by N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and C-HÁ Á Á interactions. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Related literature
Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring. (Cheng, 2008) , we now report the synthesis and structure of the title compound, (I).
The title molecule (Fig. 1) adopts a trans configuration with respect to the C=N bond. The C9/C10/N2/O1/O2 plane of the hydrazine carboxylic acid methyl ester group is slightly twisted away from the attached ring. The dihedral angle between the C1-C6 ring and the C9/C10/N2/O1/O2 plane is 25.23 (9)°. Otherwise, the bond lengths and angles ij (I) agree with those observed for (E)-methyl N'-(4-hydroxybenzylidene) hydrazinecarboxylate (Cheng, 2008) .
In the crystal structure, N-H···O hydrogen bonds and C-H···π interactions (Table 1) link the molecules into chains (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental Acetophenone (1.2 g, 0.01 mol) and methyl hydrazinecarboxylate (0.9 g, 0.01 mol) were dissolved in stirred methanol (20 ml) and left for 2 h at room temperature. The resulting solid was filtered off and recrystallized from ethanol to give the title compound in 90% yield. Colourless blocks of (I) were obtained by slow evaporation of a ethanol solution at room temperature (m.p. 450-452 K).
Refinement
Anomalous dispersion was negligible and Friedel pairs were merged before refinement. The H atoms attached to C7 and N2 were located in a difference map and their positions and U iso values were freely refined. The other H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.95-0.98Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for the non-hydrogen atoms.
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